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What is the purpose of the Employment Standards Act, 2000 (ESA)?

The ESA sets out the rights and responsibilites of both employees and employers in Ontario
workplaces.

What employees and employers are not covered by the ESA?

Most employees and employers in Ontario are covered by the ESA. However, the ESA does not apply
to certain employees and employers, including:

Those in sectors that fall under federal jurisdiction, such as airlines, banks, the federal civil service,
post offices, radio and television stations and inter-provincial railways

Individuals performing work in a work experience program authorized by a school board, collegé of
applied arts and technology, or university

People who do community participation under the Ontario Works Act, 1997
Police officers (except the Lie Detectors part of the ESA, which does apply)

Inmates taking part in work programs, or people wha. perform work as part of a sentence or order of
a court

People who hold political, judicial, religious or trade union offices.

Employees of the Crown are excluded from some (but not all) provisions of the ESA.

For a complete listing of other job categories not governed by the ESA, please check the ESA and its

regulations. Regulations set out exemptions to the law, special rules and details about how to apply
certain sections of the ESA.




